
 

 

IGNOU SAMPLE SOLVED ANSWERS 

(As per TEE Evaluation Standards) 

 

1. Sample 5-Mark Answer (Short Answer) 

Question: 

Explain the concept of Distance Education. (5 marks) 

Sample Answer: 

Distance education is a system of education in which the learner and teacher are separated 

by time and/or place, and instruction is delivered through various media and 

communication technologies. 

The key features of distance education include flexibility in learning, self-instructional 

materials, and learner autonomy. It allows students to study at their own pace and 

convenience, making education accessible to working professionals and learners from remote 

areas. Institutions like IGNOU use printed materials, online platforms, audio-video 

programmes, and academic counselling to support distance learners. 

 

Why this scores well: 

✔ Clear definition 

✔ Key points covered 

✔ Within word limit (200–250 words not required for 5 marks; concise is fine) 

 

2. Sample 10-Mark Answer (Long Answer) 

Question: 

Discuss the objectives and functions of Indira Gandhi National Open University 

(IGNOU). (10 marks) 

Sample Answer: 

Introduction 

Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) was established in 1985 with the objective 

of democratising higher education through the Open and Distance Learning (ODL) system. 



 

 

Objectives of IGNOU 

1. To provide inclusive and equitable access to higher education 

2. To promote lifelong learning 

3. To reach disadvantaged and marginalised sections of society 

4. To maintain high academic standards in distance education 

Functions of IGNOU 

1. Development of self-learning instructional materials 

2. Conducting academic counselling and learner support services 

3. Organising Term-End Examinations (TEE) 

4. Using technology-enabled learning such as online platforms and teleconferencing 

5. Offering diverse programmes ranging from certificates to doctoral degrees 

Conclusion 

Thus, IGNOU plays a crucial role in expanding educational opportunities and supporting 

national development by making quality education accessible to all. 

 

Why this scores well: 

✔ Proper introduction & conclusion 

✔ Headings and sub-headings 

✔ Balanced coverage 

✔ 400–500 words approx. 

 

3. Sample 20-Mark Answer (Very Long / Essay Type) 

(Some IGNOU programmes use 20-mark questions, especially older courses and PG 

programmes.) 

Question: 

Critically examine the role of distance education in promoting higher education in 

India. (20 marks) 

Sample Answer: 

Introduction 

Distance education has emerged as a significant mode of higher education in India, 

particularly in addressing issues of access, equity, and flexibility. Institutions like IGNOU 

have played a pivotal role in expanding educational opportunities beyond conventional 

classroom settings. 



 

 

Role of Distance Education 

1. Expanding Access 

Distance education provides opportunities to learners who are unable to attend regular 

colleges due to geographical, economic, or personal constraints. 

2. Promoting Equity 

It supports marginalised groups, including working adults, women, rural learners, and 

differently-abled individuals. 

3. Flexibility and Lifelong Learning 

Learners can study at their own pace, enabling skill upgradation and continuing education. 

4. Cost Effectiveness 

Distance education reduces costs related to infrastructure, travel, and accommodation. 

5. Use of Technology 

Digital platforms, online learning management systems, and multimedia resources enhance 

learner engagement. 

Challenges and Limitations 

• Limited face-to-face interaction 

• Learner motivation and dropout rates 

• Digital divide in rural areas 

• Need for quality assurance 

Critical Analysis 

While distance education has transformed higher education delivery, its effectiveness 

depends on robust learner support systems, quality content, and technological access. 

Without these, the objectives of inclusivity and quality may not be fully achieved. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, distance education plays a vital role in promoting higher education in India. 

With appropriate policy support and technological integration, it can complement the 

conventional education system and contribute significantly to national development. 

 

Why this scores well: 

✔ Analytical approach 

✔ Both positives and limitations included 

✔ Logical flow 

✔ Suitable depth for 20 marks 

✔ 900–1,000 words approx. 

 



 

 

4. How to Adapt These Samples for Any IGNOU Course 

Replace: 

• Topic → Your syllabus unit 

• Examples → IGNOU study material examples 

• Headings → Unit headings from blocks 

Keep: 

• Structure 

• Word limits 

• Academic tone 

 

Examiner’s Golden Rule (Very Important) 

Structure + Relevance + Clarity = Marks 

 


