IGNOU Project Viva Preparation Notes

(Structured, examiner-oriented guidance)
These notes are designed to help you prepare systematically and confidently for an IGNOU
Project Viva-Voce, across programmes such as MBA, MCOM, MSW, MAEDU, MAPC,

MSCENYV, DNHE, MSCDFSM, BCA/MCA, etc. Always align answers with your submitted
report and approved synopsis.

1. Purpose of the IGNOU Project Viva

Examiners primarily assess:
Your ownership of the project

Conceptual clarity and subject knowledge
Alignment between objectives, methodology, andyfind

Practical understanding of data and conclusions
Originality and ethical compliance
The viva is not a memory test; it is a defensq ork®
N
2. Documents to Ca %‘ tory)

o Final submitted proje orty(sighed copy)

e Approved synopsifi )

o Data collecti usstionnaire/interview schedule)
o Raw data sheets ns (if any)

Calcula\ tive projects)
3. o\éﬁ;s You Must Prepare (Non-Negotiable)

A. Projeet Overview (Opening Questions)
Be ready to answer clearly and concisely:

Why did you choose this topic?

What is the problem statement?

What are the objectives of your study?
Why is this study important?

Tip: Answer in 2-3 structured points, not paragraphs.



B. Literature Review
Typical questions:
e What are the key studies you reviewed?
e What research gap did you identify?
e How does your study differ from earlier studies?

What examiners expect:

e You understand themes, not just authors
e You can justify why your study was needed

C
C. Research Methodology (High-Weight Area) N
Very commonly asked. v
Prepare precise answers for:
Research design (descriptive, expl i ental, etc.)
Why you chose this design

Sources of data (primary/se )
Sampling technique and samp
Tools used for data colleCti
Limitations of your 0

Golden rule:

Every methodozﬁ 1 choi ust be defensible and logical.

‘
D. ; & Interpretation

Likely qudstiOns:

Why did you use this statistical tool?

Explain one key table/graph from your report
What does this result indicate?

Were your objectives achieved?

What examiners test:

e Whether you analyzed the data yourself
e  Whether conclusions logically follow results



E. Findings, Conclusions & Recommendations

Be clear on:

e 4-6 major findings (objective-wise)

e How conclusions were derived

e Practical relevance of recommendations

e Who will benefit from this study
Avoid:

e Repeating tables

e Giving generic recommendations not linked to findings (
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4. Programme-Specific Focus (Ver ht)

o Financial/marketing/HR logic beh
e Industry relevance

MAEDU / MSW / MAAN @\

e Conceptual clarit
o Field realities and secialu€levance
o Ethical congi igNns

MAPC (Ps \
o Psuch nstructs used
. ali reliability
cal 18sues in data collection
MSCE

/ DNHE / MSCDFSM

MBA / MCOM %
e Practical and managerial implications%
1

e Scientific reasoning
e Field methods and measurement accuracy
o Health/environmental implications

BCA /MCA

e System architecture
e Tools and technologies used
e Practical functionality of the project



5. Common Viva Questions (Prepare Answers in Advance)

What were the limitations of your study?

If you had more time/resources, what would you improve?
What difficulties did you face during data collection?
How reliable are your results?

How is your project useful in practice?

N\,

6. Handling Difficult or Unexpected QuestionQ

o Stay calm; pause before answering
e Ifunsure, say:

“Based on my study and available data...”
o Never guess statistical values
e Admit limitations honestly (this is viewed pOsiti
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\

7. Behaviour & Prese

e Dress formally (acadgmic
e Maintain eye contact
e Answer to the po

e Do not argue

¢ Be confideit, not

\v
8. easons Students Fail Viva

ity to explain own methodology
Mismatch between synopsis and final report
Poor understanding of data analysis
Copy-based projects
Overconfidence or casual attitude

9. Last-Day Revision Checklist



L] Objectives memorized and understood
[0 Methodology justification ready

L1 Major findings noted

O One table/graph explained clearly

L] Limitations and future scope prepared

Final Advice

IGNOU viva examiners are generally supportive, not hostile. If your projecigs, ge and
well-understood, clearing the viva is straightforward.



