
 

 

1. Most Frequently Tested Units (General Themes) 

Across many IGNOU programmes (BA/MA/BCom/BSc etc.), certain core topics recur 

regularly in TEE papers: 

A. Foundational Concepts 

• Definitions, characteristics, and scope of the subject (e.g., Distance Education, 

Communication, Management). 

• Basic terminologies and theories from early units of the syllabus. 

These often form the basis of short/very-short questions.  

B. Theoretical Frameworks 

• Important frameworks, models, and schools of thought in the field 

• Comparison of theories (e.g., functionalism vs conflict in sociology; waves of 

management thought in business papers) 

Often asked in both 10- and 15-mark questions.  

C. Unit-Wise Repetition 

Across years, questions tend to repeat around these units: 

• Unit 1–3 (Core concepts) 

• Mid Syllabus Units (Application and case based themes) 

• Final Units (Future trends/Challenges/Policy matters) 

In many subjects, this distribution appears repeatedly in PYQs.  

 

2. High-Probability Topics by Question Type 

For 20-Mark & 15-Mark Essay Questions 

These areas commonly appear as long questions: 

• Critical analysis of major theories 

• Role and impact of institutions/phenomena (e.g., globalization, digital revolution, 

governance) 

• Emerging trends and challenges in the discipline 

The framing often demands evaluation, comparison, and comprehensive explanation.  

For 10-Mark Short Essays 

Common recurring themes include: 



 

 

• Application of theory 

• Unit-specific case scenarios 

• Short comparative questions (differences/advantages/limitations) 

These usually link to the middle blocks/units of the syllabus.  

For 5-Mark Definitions/Short Answers 

Frequently asked include: 

• Key terms/definitions 

• Lists of characteristics or functions 

• Simple processes and brief examples 

These tend to come every year from basic concepts.  

 

3. How Previous Papers Reveal Important Topics 

Previous papers help in two ways: 

1. Identify repeated themes: Questions on similar topics recur or are re-phrased from 

prior years.  

2. Understand weightage trends: Some blocks/units consistently yield higher-mark 

questions.  

For example, students preparing multiple years of papers often find that earlier units (core 

theory) and later units (applications/trends) are prioritized.  

 

4. Subject-Specific “Important Topics” (General 

Guidance) 

Below are examples of typical important topics that appear often across many IGNOU 

courses — use them as templates to map your own syllabus: 

Social Sciences / Humanities 

• Major schools of thought in the discipline 

• Role of state/government and policy frameworks 

• Critical issues and debates in the field 

Commerce / Management 

• Business environment and functions 

• Financial management basics 

• Marketing and human resources principles 



 

 

Science / Technology 

• Fundamental concepts and definitions 

• Practical applications and examples 

• Recent advancements 

(Note: This is illustrative; exact topics depend on your course code.) 

 

5. Strategic Way to Build Your Own Important Topics 

List 

To compile a personalised list of important topics: 

1. Download PYQs for your course from IGNOU’s official archive.  

2. Group questions by unit in your syllabus. 

3. Count frequency of appearance for each unit/topic. 

4. Mark high-frequency topics as “Important.” 

5. Allocate more revision time to these units. 

This method identifies Most Important Units (MIUs) based on actual repetition trends.  

 

6. Taking It Further: “Most Probable Questions” 

Some educational platforms compile Most Probable Questions (MPQs) based on PYQs and 

expert predictions. These lists highlight likely topics/questions to practice before the TEE.  

 

7. Remember 

Important topic trends vary by programme and subject. To make this guidance actionable for 

your course: 

• Download your specific course PYQs from IGNOU’s official repository.  

• Map them to your syllabus units. 

• Identify topics with high recurrence and exam weight. 

 


