
 

 

1. Start With the Official Syllabus (Non-Negotiable) 

Before touching PYQs: 

• Download the latest syllabus and block/unit structure for your course. 

• Identify: 

o Number of blocks 

o Weightage-heavy units 

o Theory vs application-based units 

Why this matters: 

IGNOU repeats themes, not exact questions. Without syllabus mapping, PYQs lose most of 

their value. 

 

2. Collect at Least 5–10 Years of PYQs 

What to Collect 

• Term-End Exam papers (June + December) 

• Same course code only (e.g., BEGC-101, ECO-01) 

Categorize Papers 

Create three folders or lists: 

1. June TEE 

2. December TEE 

3. Most recent 2 sessions (highest priority) 

 

3. Analyse PYQs the IGNOU Way (This Is the Core Step) 

Do not start writing answers immediately. 

A. Unit-Wise Mapping 

For each question: 

• Identify the block and unit it belongs to 

• Mark it against the syllabus 

You will notice: 

• Some units appear every year 

• Some units appear once in 2–3 years 



 

 

• Some units are almost never asked 

Focus preparation in the same proportion. 

 

B. Question Type Pattern Analysis 

Track: 

• Long answer questions (10–15 marks) 

• Short answers (5–6 marks) 

• Very short / definition questions 

Most IGNOU papers follow a fixed internal structure even if wording changes. 

 

4. Identify “High-Probability Topics” 

After mapping 5–10 years: 

• Highlight topics that appear: 

o Every year 

o Alternately (June–Dec) 

o Frequently as both long and short answers 

These are must-prepare topics. 

Rule of thumb: 

If a topic appears 3+ times in 5 years, prepare it for full-length answers. 

 

5. Create PYQ-Based Answer Notes (High-Return 

Technique) 

Instead of bulky notes: 

• Write one consolidated answer per repeated topic 

• Structure it for: 

o 15-mark version 

o 10-mark version 

o 5-mark version 

This saves time and aligns exactly with examiner expectations. 

 



 

 

6. Practice Writing Under Exam Conditions 

Recommended Practice Plan 

• Write 2 long answers + 2 short answers daily 

• Time yourself: 

o 15 marks → 20–22 minutes 

o 10 marks → 12–15 minutes 

o 5 marks → 6–7 minutes 

Focus on: 

• Structure 

• Speed 

• Handwriting clarity 

 

7. Compare With IGNOU Study Material (Critical Step) 

After writing: 

• Check your answer against IGNOU blocks 

• Ensure: 

o Key terms are included 

o Definitions match IGNOU language 

o Examples are syllabus-based 

IGNOU examiners prefer study material language, not guidebook phrasing. 

 

8. Use PYQs for Smart Revision (Last 30 Days Strategy) 

Last-Month Focus 

• Revise only PYQ-derived topics 

• Ignore low-frequency topics unless time permits 

• Re-write introductions and conclusions for: 

o Common long-answer themes 

Last-Week Focus 

• Memorize: 

o Definitions 

o Diagrams 

o Headings for top 10 topics 



 

 

 

9. Common Mistakes With PYQs (Avoid These) 

• Memorizing answers blindly 

• Ignoring changed syllabus 

• Studying only 1–2 years of papers 

• Writing without structure 

• Practicing without timing 

 

10. Final Exam-Hall Strategy Using PYQs 

In the exam: 

1. Scan paper and mark familiar PYQ topics 

2. Attempt highest-confidence questions first 

3. Use PYQ-based structures you practiced 

4. Match word limits strictly 

 

Summary: The IGNOU PYQ Success Formula 

PYQs + Syllabus Mapping + Structured Answers + Timed Practice = High Scores 

 


